
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Amon gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Cunningham led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
William Ponce, Police Chief; David· Gray, Police Lieutenant; Rondus Bennett, Utilities 
Account Manager; Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director; Michelle Kaufman, 
Recreation Coordinator; Alicia Quintero, Recreation Assistant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk; 
Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney, attended by phone 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Dennis Vosper noted that obviously no one is opposed to bringing attention to this topic 
and shared his opinion about the proclamation. He said he is in support of the ideas that 
the event is about. He noted that in the proclamation itself, it does not mention the folks 
who are behind this, the international network - the World Health Organization at the 
United Nations are the supporters of this, and they are the ones that brought this about a 
few years ago. He said that most of the folks he knows here in Town, are not really in 
favor of promoting globalism in these two organizations. He asked the Council not to 
make the proclamation. 

Monica Timberlake spoke of the reasons she is in favor of this proclamation: 

1. Older adults deserve to be treated with respect and dignity to serve as leaders,
mentors, volunteers and vital participating members of our communities.

2. The proclamation recognizes the importance of taking action to raise
awareness to prevent and address elder abuse.

3. It is up to all of us to ensure that proper social structures exist so people can
retain community and societal connections, reducing the likelihood of abuse.
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4. Preventing abuse of older adults through maintaining and improving social
supports to allow everyone to continue to live as independently as possible and
contribute to the life and vibrancy of the community is important.

(Both Mr. Vosper and Ms. Timberlake were understood to be referring to the Proclamation 
in Item Number 2.) 

Missy Tunnell-Gilbert announced that she is running for the La Paz County Recorder 
position. She said we have an event planned for the Fourth of July at the Mountain Quail 
Cafe; it will be held to help the residents of Quartzsite make any changes to their Voter 
Registration, register new voters and answer questions. 

Nancy Nichols thanked the Town for the wonderful paving job done on Dome Rock Road 
and Challa. 

PRESENTATIONS: PROCLAMATIONS: REPORTS: 

2. PROCLAMATION - "World Elder Abuse Awareness Day" June 15th
, 2020.

Mayor Simpson said this issue affects such a large population in Quartzsite; domestic 
violence is our second biggest problem with the law in this County, drug abuse being the 
first. 

Mayor Simpson read the Proclamation aloud for all to hear. 

BUSINESS: 

3. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of May 26, 2020 and the Council Budget Workshops of May 19, 2020 and
May 18, 2020.

Town Manager Ferguson pointed out that in the minutes of the May 18, 2020 Budget 
Workshop, on Page 3, the reference to changes in January 2020, should be listed as 
January 2021. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular 
Meeting of May 26, 2020 and the Council Budget Workshops of May 19, 2020 and May 
18, 2020. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

4. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series:
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• Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series #47065-47078,
#47091-47113 totaling $283,761.04

• Accounts Payable USDA Account - Check Series #1024-1025 totaling
$435,979.55

• Payroll Check Series - #47079-47090- totaling $82,281.03

GRAND TOTAL $802,021.62

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid, check 
number series 1024-1025, checks 47065-47113 for a grand total of $802,021.62. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

5. PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION REAPPOINTMENT • Consider the
reappointment of Nancy Nichols as a Commissioner of the Planning and Zoning
Commission with a term to expire March 1, 2023.

Council Members Goldberg, BearCat and Amon shared positive experiences and 
accolades for Ms. Nichols' past work on the Commission and Ms. Nichols' Town-related 
posts. 

Council Member Amon reminded everybody in the public that the people who sit on the 
Town Council are public members, their neighbors and friends, and participation from the 
public is critical in governance. 

Council Member Cunningham moved to reappoint Nancy Nichols as a Commissioner 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission with a term expiring March 1, 2023. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

6. AZ CARES FUND - Authorize the Mayor to sign the AZ Cares Fund Program
Agreement in the amount of $432,018.

Town Manager Ferguson explained how the Arizona Care Fund works and where the 
monies come from. He noted that we are getting the allocation through the State. He said 
it will just barely make up for the loss that we have already experienced and will continue 
to experience. He explained some of the administrative details of accepting the funds. He 
said he does not know when the Town will receive the money. 
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There was a discussion of the requirements for the use of the funds and any auditing 
requirements. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Mayor signing the State of Arizona Office of 
the Governor, Arizona Cares Fund Program Agreement. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

7. WASTEWATER FEES - Discussion and possible adoption of a Resolution of the
Mayor and Common Council Extending the Wastewater Fees and Service
Charges Currently in Effect through December 31, 2020; Providing for Repeal of
Conflicting Resolutions; and Providing for Severability.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that the Council passed a resolution a couple of years 
ago, agreeing to increase the Wastewater Fees to keep up with maintenance of the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. He indicated that we had in place a schedule of increases. 
He said we can extend the exercising of that new schedule to January 2021 when it would 
take effect. 

There was a discussion of how this will help the citizens. 

Dan Heaton, Town resident, asked that the savings to the residents be quantified. 

There was discussion of dollar amounts associated with the savings; it was noted that it 
would be an approximate savings of $1.93 per month. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to adopt Resolution No. 20-02 Extending the Wastewater 
Fees and Service Charges Currently in Effect through December 31, 2020, Providing for 
Repeal of Conflicting Resolutions, and Providing for Severability. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

8. NEW TRANSPONDERS AND RECEIVING SYSTEM FOR METER READING -
Discussion and possible approval of the purchase of ME (Migratable Endpoint)
Beacon Orion transponders and receiving system.

Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director, explained the need for the new system due 
to the failure of the current system. 
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Rondus Bennett, Utilities Accounts Manager, spoke of the savings the Town may find 
with the new system. 

It was noted that the money for the new system is in this year's budget. 

There was a discussion of how the system works. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the purchase of the Yuma Winnelson, the sole 
source, and related services to be provided by Casella. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

9. CHANGE ORDER 1 FOR THE DESIGN SPACE MODULAR BUILDINGS
CONTRACT - Authorization to execute Change Order #1 with Design Space
Modular Buildings to increase the contract amount of $117,400 by $10,672 for a
new contract total of $128,072.00 for CDBG Contract #112-20.

Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager, explained that now that we have executed the 
contract and listened to some of the comments at previous meetings regarding flooring 
and lighting upgrades as well as a second ADA-compliant restroom, we are proposing 
Change Order 1. He said we have more than sufficient funds for the Change Order and 
if sufficient funds remain, possibly an awning. 

There was a discussion of when the building would be done (end of August or the first of 
September) and the colors in the building including flooring. 

Amber Myers spoke about the number of quotes received by the Town for the building, 
her research on cheaper prices and why there is an additional bathroom. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill explained how the CDBG grant process works, including 
the bid process. He commented that Town staff are not professional flooring installers, 
and he shared a past bad experience with Home Depot. 

There was more discussion of the proposed Change Order. 

Dan Heaton spoke positively about the Change Order and thanked Council Member 
BearCat for her suggestions that led to it. 

Monica Timberlake commented on the flooring and spoke of CDBG considerations, rules 
and regulations. 

Council Member Schue asked questions about credit concerning the Change Order. 
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Assistant Town Manager O'Neill answered the questions. 

Council Member Amon moved to execute Changer Order #1 with Design Space 
Modular Buildings to increase the contract amount from $117,400 by the amount of 
$10,672 for a new contract total of $128,072. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

10. BUSINESS LICENSE RENEWAL DATE CHANGE - Discussion and possible
action to adopt Ordinance No. 20-08 to amend the Code of Quartzsite, Arizona,
Chapter 8 Business Regulations, Article 8-2 Business License Code by amending
Section 8-2-9 Fees, Paragraphs B and C related to the term of business licenses
and fees.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that this has been an issue over the years. He noted 
that having renewals due in August has not worked out because so many businesses are 
gone at that time of the year. He explained that what is being proposed is that renewals 
not be due on August 1st

, but rather be due on January 1, 2021, in the hopes that giving 
a little bit of a break to our businesses will help them. He said the Business License 
Renewals will not be due until January 1, 2021, and then we will then go to an annual 
license renewal on every January 1 until December 31 that year. 

He noted that the proration for new Business Licenses would still be in effect. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if it was correct that the impact on the budget for this next year 
is going to be nothing; it will just delay the actual receiving of funds. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that was correct. 

Council Member Amon commented that she sees this as a valid and workable solution. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to adopt Ordinance Number 20�08, an Amendment 
of the Town Business License Code to extend the expiration date to December 31, 2020. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice MayorWarner. 

11 � FOURTH OF JULY ACTIVITIES - Discussion and possible action to cancel the 
4th of July activities in the Park including fireworks. 
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Town Manager Ferguson noted that there was some discussion in a few of our other 
meetings, mostly related to the budget workshops, regarding the Fourth of July fireworks. 
He spoke of budgetary and COVID-19 related considerations. He said we will look at 
some other kinds of activities, other things that we can do, that will allow us to practice 
social distancing, but we believe that to continue with the activity, the way we have in 
years past, this year just really does not make good sense. 

Amber Myers commented that we have already taken so much away from the kids as it 
is. She spoke of how much they enjoy the annual event. She asked if there was a way to 
hold the event while social distancing. She also commented on the historical importance 
of the day. 

Mayor Simpson commented that he would bet it would be reinstated under different 
conditions in future years and explained the safety concerns for this year's event. 

Monica Timberlake commented that fireworks is a great activity for social distancing. She 
said fireworks are something that was in last year's budget that ends on June 30, 2020 
of this year, so it should have already been a budgeted item. She commented on the 
potential to get AZ Cares money, so we are not looking at the lost revenue that we were 
prior to it. She said she would encourage the Council to reconsider at lease the fireworks 
part of it. 

Mayor Simpson asked the Town Manager how much lead time is needed to arrange to 
have a fireworks show on July 4th

. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that probably, at this point in time, to get a decent 
fireworks display would be almost impossible because they take the orders quite early. 
He said we would most likely be able to find some, but we would pay more for less 
because of the notice time; it is correct that we did budget for this year, but remember, 
the fireworks are next fiscal year. He explained that we have $5,000 available, which is 
the pre-payment; the additional $5,000 would come out of the new budget which we did 
not put in at this point in time, so there is a little bit of an issue there. 

Nancy Nichols said this is not the time to take this from the community. She explained 
that our citizens will go elsewhere and return late night to see fireworks. She commented 
that we should be able to do something for the kids, and she indicated that $10,000 is 
relatively not that significant. 

Monica Timberlake asked if the Town was planning for fireworks next year. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that if we do them for the next year, we can cover 
that out of the contingency plus the following year's budget, so that would be the 
possibility to take care of that. He said we are not trying to plan for 2021 right now. 

Monica Timberlake said, but if you can take them out of the contingency for next year's 
budget, can't they come out of the contingency for this year's budget. 
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Town Manager Ferguson replied that there is no more contingency in this year's budget; 
it is gone. 

Monica Timberlake said, but we did have that money budgeted already, the $5,000; she 
asked if that was gone, too. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that there is $5,000. 

Monica Timberlake said, so $5,000 could come out of this budget and then the other 
$5,000 can come out of the contingency for next year's budget. She said there is your 
$10,000. 

Council Member Goldberg spoke of fireworks cancelations in other nearby communities 
and commented that we need to do something and think outside the box. 

Council Member Amon indicated that she believed that COVID occurrences are going up 
at this time, and extraordinary situations require extraordinary measures. 

Mayor Simpson noted that this is an unusual time and if one person contracted a virus 
because of this, the possibility takes the fun out of it. 

John Castro, new to the community, asked, just for clarification, if this was a financial 
decision or if it was about COVID. 

More than one Council Member answered both. 

John Castro asked if we can look forward to restaurants reclosing because we have just 
kind of become a little bit lenient on all the rules about restaurants and masks; he is just 
curious. 

Mayor Simpson shared what he saw on TV today about a lot of the areas starting to 
observe this COVID thing and requesting people where masks again. 

John Castro commented on Nancy Nichols' comment that this may drive our community 
members to other communities for these events and with that, we send our dollars out to 
other communities. He noted that we have to take careful consideration because his 
concern is that it sounds like, for the most part, this leans far closer to being a financial 
decision than a health decision. He spoke of his interest in seeing the science behind 
social distancing in a park when it is probably going to be 105 degrees, and La Paz 
County's comparatively low rate of incidences. 

Mayor Simpson explained that at the time that this decision to not pay the $5,000 up front 
and not retain someone to put on this show, was a financial decision because we had no 
idea that we were going to receive this Care Funding at $432,000. He said we were doing 
the budget at the time and cutting any items out of our budget because of not knowing if 
we would have funding. He spoke of not having retained a company to do the show. 
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There was a discussion of the decision of the fireworks having been made in a public 
meeting. 

John Castro noted that the fireworks show sounds like something that can be done. 

Council Member Amon commented about the Council having been consistently 
concerned about the health of this community with COVID-19. 

Council Member Goldberg said we are going to do something; we are going to have 
something. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that it is true that we have started looking at options 
and activities for participating without necessarily gathering. He noted that we have a 
program in place involving decorating homes and businesses, a contest with prizes. He 
also commented that we are not forgetting the importance of the Fourth of July. 

Council Member Goldberg moved that we cancel the Fourth of July activities in the 
Park including the fireworks for this year with the understanding that we will have some 
other activities planned. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 6; No = 1). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member Goldberg, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No: Council Member BearCat 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

12. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson commented on current events, media coverage, the new normal and 
change with long-term effects. 

13. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Cunningham spoke of her positive experience volunteering at the Food 
Bank and Carol's Closet. She commented on an increase in the number of COVID-19 
cases in La Paz County. 

Council Member Goldberg commented on having talked with four people who have or 
have had COVID-19; she said it is real and it is scary. 

Council Member BearCat reminded everyone that they are paving 95. She spoke of one 
of her relatives having had COVID-19 and recovering; she said he will never get over it, 
he will always be a carrier. 
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Council Member Amon commented on positive change and suggested that people try to 
think of the positive things going on. 
14. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill announced a new program the Town has signed up with 
called TextMyGov; he explained how it works and how everyone can participate. He 
explained that the new program ties into iWorQ, the service management system. 

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of the Fourth of July activities that they have in place, 
that is both a residential and a business decorative program. He explained more about 
the contests and that the announcement of the winners will take place at the July 14, 2020 
Council Meeting. 

Town Manager Ferguson reminded everyone about the Census and explained its 
importance to the Town. 

15. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Council Member BearCat noted that a future agenda item should be to appoint candidates 
to be on the different boards and get the seats filled. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is on our next agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of an upcoming Budget Workshop open to the public. 

Mayor Simpson reminded everyone that candidates are here, at the meeting, to meet, to 
talk with and for answering questions. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:05 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 9, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on June 9, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. I.. < 

DATED this 14th day of July 2020 ,1:na-c � � 
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved:

� � 
Norm Simpson,Mar 
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